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THIS plain and affectionate Addreſs, 
| chiefly drawn from the writings of 
eminent Divines, is humbly and earneſtly 
recommended to the ſerious peruſal of all 
thoſe into whoſe hands it may come ; from 
a full conviction of the truth and importance 
of the ſubjects of it, and a difintered bene- 


reſent and future 
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EE member that there is a-GoD, 
ebe made, preſerves, and main- 
ain, you; without whom you 


happineſs. | þ 
God is a being of incomprehenſible greatneſs 
and majeſty, of tranſcendant holinefs and purity, 
of infinitely glorious and amiable” excellendies 3 
he is moſt worthy: of our humble obedience and 
choiceſt affections, and moſt able to rewardithem. 
It is our life and bleſſedneſs, and muſt: be our 
ſtudy and buſineſs, to love and pleaſe him: If 
ouf affections are placed upon other things/more 
than him, they are miſplaced; and it will ne- 
ver be well with us; until ws know him betten, 
and love him more: And herein it concerns us, 
eſpecially. to ſce to it that we ate ſincereg as the 
very lite and being of true religion cohſiſts in t 
without which all our holy datiescavatl us not. 
Certain it is, that wharſoever we: placg- our obief 


A 2 love 


— — ts —— w * 
— — — N 
1 


—— 


—— — 
wx * 
— —— —— - — 


+> 


g 
3 


— TI _——— — — — 
my * * a -* 


ID. ͤ pa OO an 


— 


The Religious Remembrancer. | 
hove and confidence upon, we make a god unte 


us; and if we love net the true GOD above all 


things, we highly affront his glorious goodnefs 
and majeſty, and treat him not as Gov. Now 
ſince ſo much depends upon this, it becomes us 
very ſerionſly to try where our love is placed; if 
upon Go b, we ſhall be very careful to pleaſe 
him, and cautious of offended him; we ſhall be 
trequently and diligently thinking of him, and 
ſtudying his word, in order to know his excel- 
lencies, and be acquainted with his will: the hopes 
of being intereſted in his favour, and living in 


his preſence in heaven, in the perfection of holi- 


neſs and love; will be more pleafing to our minds, 
and more deſired by us, than all the riches, ho- 


'nours, or fleſhly pleaſures of this world — But 


how can any ſay that they love Gop, when they 
care not how little they think or ſpeak of him; 
have no delight in his ſervice, or zeal for his ho- 
nour and glory ; but can hear and ſee his name 


* diſhonoured, his goſpel derided, his laws con- 


temned, his holy day profaned, and every thing 
that bears a reſemblance to his moral image, of 


holineſs, righteouſneſs and truth, deſpiſed, with- 


out any grief of mind, or indignation of heart? 
How can they pretend to be lovers of Gon, who 
are loyers of pleaſure more than Gop; and love 

and purſue the praiſe of men, more than the ap- 


3 and favour of the glorious majeſty of 


aven and earth? Who, when the practice of 


any religious duty, or the forbearance of any fin, 
is likely to expoſe them to the ſneers of the vici- 


ous, will rather injure their conſciences, and an- 


ger their Gop, than venture the ſcoffs of a ſinful 
worm? — Let us hearken to conſcience, and ſut- 


fer 


| ſeek. man | 
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fer it to do its office faithfully, that we may grow 
wiſer by its reproofs. You know what it is to 
love your friends, your pleaſures, your money 
do you by as true and full experience know what 
it is to love Goo? | 
As the worſhip of this great and glorious Gos, 


1s what we are often employ*d in, and by whict 


he is more honoured or diſhonoured, than by 
moſt other actions of our lives; if we have any 
knowledge of, or reſpect to God, it will influ- 
ence us to do it in the beſt manner we can; it 
will teach us whenever we engage in Gop's holy 
worſhip, whether in ſecret, in the family, or in 
publick, to perform it with humble reverence, 
and ſtrict attention of mind, and excite in us ad- 
ming thoughts, and dutiful wills; ingenuous 


fear, and humble faith; chearful praiſes, am 


profound adorations; as being an infinite. and 
pure ſpirit, always preſent with our minds, knom- 
ing che moſt ſecret and retired thoughts ot our 


hearts, and oblerving the diſpoſition and behax 


viour of all thoſe that worſhip him. The ſaccels 
of our worſhip depends upon our behaviour ini; 
we are doing a work by which we ſhall be made 
better or worſe; GoD will be either honoured 
or affronted, our ſouls comforted and purified, 


or hardned and ſtupified; and the word gf Gop 


made either the ſavour of life or death to every 
ſoul that hears it. Let us have grace, therefore, 


that wwe may ſerve Gob atcefitably; withreverente 


and god y fear, fmce our God is à conſuming fre 
to all impenitent triders'with him; hut the boug- 
tiful rewarder of all that —_ ahd diligently 
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Look within, unhappy finner, and remember 


I. D Emember that man, at firſt made bly and 
z R happy, by his diſobedience ts God, 15 be- 
tome ſinful and miſerable; greatly diſpoſed to evil, 
and averſe to that which is good : whereby he has 
rendred himſelf odious to the infinite turity oud ho- 
lineſs of Gor, and lies under the juſt condenination 
of his righteons law; ſo that if be dies in that 
late, de is undone for ever. 


It. is moſt certain that the natural diſ-oſition 
of man is finful, his mind blinded, his affetions 
greatly diiordered, his conſcience defiled ; and 
obſtinate ſelf-will, and alienation of mind from 
Gop and his holy and ſpiritual law, runs through 
the human race: and it is as certain, that, While 
men continue in this ſtate, they are utterly un- 


capable of being happy in Goo, are under his 


awful anger and curſe, and ſubject to all miſe- 
ries in the preſent life, and eternal perdition af- 
ter death. Men indeed move about ſenſc leſs and 
yovial, in this deplorable ſtate, and are either 


unconcerned about the conf. quence of death, or 


deceiving themſelves with falſe hopes of happi- 


neſs after it, and this ariſes from their infidelity 
and ſtupidity; but their hopes are ſuch, that Gop 


muſt deny his glorious perfection of wiſdom, 
truth, juſtice, and holineſs, and falſify the un- 


alterable declarations of his moſt ſacred word, to 
accompliſh ; and yet, how difficult is it 40 per- 


ſuade them to let go theſe falle and iniquitous 
hopes, that they may build their expectations of 


happineſs upon a foundation that will bear the 


uſt and righteous trial of Gop, and ſtand unre- 
proved by him at the ſolemn judgement day! — 


that 
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that conſcience is regiſtring all thy fins, which 


though they now lie forgotten and unobſerved, 


will go with thee to the judgement of Goo, and 


be as a thouſand witneſſes againſt thee z conſider 
all the inſtances of the contempt f the holy God, 
and rebellion againſt him; all the a eim and ir- 
religion that is in thy heart; the ſwarms of evil 
thougies that riſe in thy mind like the ſcum of a 
defiled veſſel, and ſhew the corrupt fountain from 
whence they flow; r-coll:& ali thy b/a/phemeus 
and unbelieving thoughts; thy adulterous, cove/ous, 
and imjuricus theughts; thy proud, revengeſul 
and en.ious thoughts; conſider the inſtances of 
thy /abbath breaking, profaning the holy name of 
Gob, neglet? of bis worſhip, and irreveren.e in 


3” 


it; thy fcrg«ifulneſ, of Gob, and enmity againtt 


him; thy unmercifulneſs, uncharitableneſs, injuf- 
tice, and falſbood; tuy intemperance, luſt, and 
paſſion ; all the fins thou halt committed in the 
relations of a huſband or wife, parent or child, 


maſter or ſervant; and theſe and many others 


aggravated by being done ag unit knowledge, and 
the means of it; the remoa/i/trances of conicience, 


the reproof of friends, the lictions of Gop to 
warn thee, and his bleſſings to allure thee z with 


deliberation, continuan.e, and delight: Review, 
I fay, thy ſoal under the condemnation of all 
theſe crinies unrepented of and unpardoned, and 
think what a lad and milcrable tate thoſe muſt 
be in, who arc under the power and guilt of ſuch 
numerous and cumplicated fins; ſurrounded by 
the preſence of an omniſcient and angry Gon; 
hanging over everlaſting burnings, by the ſlen- 
der and brittle thread of lite, which death may 
ſnap in ſunder the next moment, and introduce 

. ito 
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into the ſociety of devils and damned ſpirits for 
ever. 


III. 


Bw a. 4 


Emenber that Jesvs Gunter, the a 
rable Son of GOD, came down from hea- 
ven to ſave and redeem the loſt and miſerable race 
of mankind, from the guilt and condemnation that 
they have expoſed themſelves unto; and deliver 
ihem from the power and dominion of thoſe evil 
appetites and affettions, which they have feoliſply 


and wickedly indulged themſelves in, by an att of 


univerſal pardon co all penitent believing finners ; 
and the powerful Spirit of his Grace, is all that 
humbly and auligently ſeek the aids thereof. 


O infinite depth of divine love and goodnefs ! 
There is ſornething ſo amazingly merciful and 
kind in this conduct of divine Providence over 
mankind, that, one would think, no one can 
calmly and attentively conſider it, without hav- 
ing his infidehty-melted down, and his rebellion 
fubdued thereby. Who can ſeek for arguments 


againſt ſuch a S AVI OUR, or cavil at a Re- 


ligion, that brings ꝝniverſal redempiion and hap- 


pineſs to mverable, unwoithy beings? Who can 


oontemplate the height and depth, the length and 
breadth of this love of Goo in CnrisT Jesvs 


the Lord, without feeling all the tender affec- 


tions of human nature excited, and his heart 
burning with love and gratitude to Gop for ſuch 


unſought- for, unmerited Grace and Deliverance ; 
and his {oul thirſting for his own ſalvation in 


Chaisr Jesus? Surely, the Goſpel Revelation 
has enough in it to make it the joy, the com fort, 


and defire of eve ry man's heart, and cauſe the 
whole creation of heaven and carth, of angels 


and 
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and men, to praiſe the Lon o of All, for ſuch 
aftoniſhing ſalvation ! | 

O, how omnipotence is loſt in love! 
Father of angels, but the friend of man., 
| How art thou pleas'd by bounty to diſtreſs! 
To make us groan beneath our gratitude, 
Too big for birth To favour, and confound! 
To challenge, and to diſtance all return! 
Thy right too great, defrauds thee of thy due, 
| Dr. Young. 
But what juſt and aggravated condemnation 
will thoſe ſinners fall under, who prefer their 
, luſts before their Saviour; and through the pride 
and obſtinacy of their hearts, refuſe to accept of 
and ſubmit to this righteouſneſs of God, in his 


bd N „ e * Ld L 


! Son Jzsus ChRIsT F? To deny Jesus CHRIST, + 
] is to deny your ſhare in the pardon of Gop to 
r man; it is to bind upon your ſouls rhe: guile 
1 of all the ſins you have ever committed. 10 
- reject the Saviour, is to ſin againſt the only re- 
n "| medy, and render it impoſſible for Mercy itſelf, 
8 according to the conſtitution of the goſpel, to 
- ſave you; and to leave yourſelves in the ſame 

- dark malignity and /elf-tormenting deſperation 

n with the devils themſclves. = 

1 O, believe, and ſhew the reaſon of a man; 

8 Believe, and taſte the pleaſures of a Goo. 

t IV. Emember, that in order to partake of the 

h IX ing of the Goſpel, and the ſalvation 

3 | of Gop by Jesvs CHRIST, 4 change muſt: pafs 

NN upon your minds, ſo great and real, that no ex- 

1 preſſions leſs ſtrong than hoſe of being doRN AGAIN, 

t, BORN OF GoD, being made NEW CREATURES; 


e and ihe like, can ſufficiently deſcribe. 1 ] 
[£438 754; | he 
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The neceſſity and nature of this change are 
moſt. worthy of our very ſerious conſideration, 
fince the Gop of Fruth has afſured ns, that 
except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the king- 
dom of Gor. And, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom” of heaven.— [his renovation does not, 
indeed, change the principles of our being, or 
give us any faculties of ſou} which we poſſeſſed 
not before ; but it directs them to ſuch different 
objects, and imploys them to ſuch different ends 
and purpoſes; as if we were other beings; and 
therefore is properly defcribed by a new creation, 
Inſtead of putſuing the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, it directs the 
powers of the ſoul to a dihgent enquiry after, and 
exerciſe about, the great ſubjects of Gop and 
Cne1sT, Heaven and Holineſs; it ſpreads a new 
aid marvellous light over the underſtanding and 
turns the fe and will to a very different 
biafs; in ſhort, it is “a change wrought in us 
« by ther holy Spirit of Gon, whereby the Prin- 
«ciptes of all religious diſpoſitions; and virtuous 
* actions, are implanied in us; the foul is in- 
e clined, with cordial affection and hope, to 
embrace the ſal ation of GOD by Þx-$v s 
„ Cnulsr, according to: the promiſes of the 

«.-Gotpet; and unfeignedly repenting of all its 
4 ſins, dothi turn from the allowed love and prac- 
«tice. of them all, unto Go; and from ſincere 
« love to him, and faith in him, deſires and em 
« deavours to walk before him in all holy obe- 
« dience, and newneſs of life, aecording to his 
de will.“ This is the change that the ſocred 
ſcripture every-· where. deolares neceſſary to the 

1 | lalvation 
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| Calvation of all who enjoy the goſpel, and N 
to pofleſs the bleſſing of it. And ſurcly, the 
importance of it to us all, ſnould make us very 
lolicitous that we do not miſtake. the nature of 
it, and deceiye ourſclves with falſe ſuppoſitians 
of our having experienced it; ſince if we cave 
this world under ſuch a delukon, we are Joſt for 
ever. To aſſiſt you a little in this ſerious . en- 
quiry, 

1 ht, The perſon, that never yet pu e that 
ſin is a great and deteſtable evil, deſerving the 
anger and judgment of Go.; and that never 
was humbled in the apprehenſion of his unwor- 
thy behaviour to Gop, and rebellion againſt his 
holy Laws and Government; but can mock at 
ſin, and bear his iniquities as a, tolerable burden; 
is yet uncanverted, and murheve converſion can 
never be ſaved. 

. 24, That petſon that never. felt hat need 
they ſtand in o the pardon of fin by the atone- 
ment of JESUS Car1sT ; that never was driven, 
from a ſenſe of guilt and danger, to JESUS 
CHk1ST as the Saviour of ſinners ; or brought 
to admire the glorious deſign of Gop, in the 
great work of redemption ; nor. hath any fenſe 
of the ſuitableneſs and value of the glad tidings 
of ſalvation in the Goſpel ; but can read and bear 
the Goſpel as a, common ſtory, and entertains 
the conceit of merit and ſufficiency in | himſelf, 
as if he himſelf, was not concerned in the re- 
demption of ſirmers ; is yet unconverted. 

34, That perſon who is not weary of, nor 
hateth from his heart, all known fin in himſelf; 
and 1 is not willing to uſe diligent care and labour 
in the, uſe of thoſe means Cop hath 0 

fo 


r 


12 The Religious Remembrancer. 
for obtaintng a conqueſt over it; but will ven- 
ture his ſoul in a ſinful, careleſs life, rather than 
he will embrace ſerious godlineſs; and taketh 
up with religion in part, upon mere neceſſity, 
rather indulging his bh if he durſt, and think- 
ing thoſe commands of Gop grievous and in- 
tolerable, which prohibit and condemn his evil 
practices, paſſions and luſts ; is yet unconverted, 
and a ſtranger to true religion. 
4th, That perſon that doth not chooſe and 
practiſe the duties of holineſs to Gon, and righ- 
teouſneſs, truth, and mercy towards men; that 
is a ſtranger to the ſpirit and temper of CHRIS 
within him, and the moral image of G o p up- 
on him; and doth not expreſs it in religious wor- 
ſhip and obedierce : that is not merciful, juſt, 
and true to others, humble, ſober, and tempo- 
rate in himſelf: whatever profeſſion of religion 
there may be, where theſe things are wanting, 
ſuch are yet ſtrangers to true Chriſtianity, and 
muſt be otherwiſe renewed; if ever they are 
ſaved. | 
5ib, That perſon that does not love GO, 
and Jesvs CHRIST, above all earthly good; 
and, in his deliberate choice, doth not prefer an 
Intereſt in the favour of Gop, and the hopes of 
heavenly happineſs, before all the pleaſures, and 
riches, and honours of the preſent world; that 
will rather venture his ſoul againſt the threatnings 
of Go p, than part with any profits or plea- 
ſures, that love and affection to CnrisT, and 
obedience to his commands, make neceſſary ſo;to 
do: that will embrace Religion no further than 
may conſiſt with his worldly proſperity, and 
fleſnly luſts; and ſets his heart and affections 
| principally 
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1 
principally upon the good of the preſent life; is 
certainly yet ih an unrenewed ſtate, and unleſs 
divine grace change his heart, in a loſt con- 
dition. „ REY 5 
If all this be true, and true it is if the word of, 
the living Gop be true, how many poor ſinners, 
yes, rich, honoured, and learned finners too, 
are in a ſtate of death, and condemnation before 
God ; that never yet thought of it, believed, or 
laid it to heart? Self flattery, Sirs, is the great-. 
eſt ſoul-deſtroyer in the world, We call not 
upon you to open your eyes, to ſee yourſelves 
in a deſperate and remedileſs ſtate, but only to 
change your deluſive and deſtructive hops, for 
thoſe which Gop will approve, and his Truth 
und Faithfulneſs conlirm ; as ever you regard 
the eternal ſalvation of your ſouls, and would 
ſtand with comfort before the Lord Jz$vs. 
CHr1sST, and his holy Angels, in the great and 
ſolemn day of Judgement; it you are yet a ſtran- 
ger to humble, obꝛdient faith in Jesvs CHRIST, 
and ſincere repentance towards the bleſſed Gop, 
continue fo no longer; ſtifle not the convictions 
of your minds, delay not in ſuch a dangerous ſitu- 
ation; mercy and forgivencſs is now offered to 
you, accept of mercy, and live. 


The Religious Remembranc 


__—_—— ä 


— 9 mm _— 
— 


nn *— 
bad — 


Me N that you have a ſoul of an immo. 
= tal natare, of more worth than ten thou- 
fands worlds, which is in great danger of being loſt, 
through the temptations of the <orld, the fleſh and 
the devil; which therefore muſt be the object of your 
folicitous concern, vigilence and care, as ever von 
value the happineſs of it. , 3 
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Our, ſouls are ſpiritual, vital ſubſtances, en- 
dowed with underſtanding, will and affections, 
created with an inclination to the body, and in- 
fuſed into it by Go p, for whom they were 
made, and by whom they are made capable of 
endleſs happineſs or miſery. Nothing is ſo wor- 
thy of our greateſt care and diligence as our pre- 
cious and immortal ſouls, and the ſecuring the 
favour of Gop, in order to the falvation of them, 
To over-value preſent temporal things, that bear 
a relation only to the body, and the preſent lite, 
and under-value the ſoul, and light its eternal 
concerns, is madneſs that wants a name to de- 
ſeribe; it is doing infinitely worſe than thoſe, 
who are careful to feed their brutes, and leave 
their chiidren to ſtarve, Its great worth appears, 
in that'it will never have an end, but continue as 
long as Gop himſclf has a being; in that it is 
eapibld of the mora! image, and intellectual 
enjoyment of Gop here, and everlaſting com- 
munion with him in glory: in the price that was 
paid for the redemption of it, which was the ſa- 
etifice and death of the adorable Son of Gop : 
and in the diligence, watchfulneſs and ſtratagems 
of Satan to deſtroy it; who lies in ambuſh in 
every place, and Jike @ rearing lion goes about 
ſeeking <vhom be may devour. Theſe conſidera- 
tions thew its worth and value, and ſhould urge 
us to mak. tie ſalvation of it the buſinejs,and 
care of our lives; we ſhould think nothing too 
A har to lecure it, becauſe the loſs of it is irtepa- 
Tre. ict us not debaſe our wuls below cheir 
excellent nature and end, by living on animal 


and brutal le:/ures : nor endanger them, by the 
 Whyloence of ny Tin, Let not our dying bo- 


dies 
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dies have a thouſand thoughts, for one that we 
employ about our immortal ſpirits, as if they 
were things that we had no concern in; but ler 
as act the wiſe and prudent part, in ſecuring an 
happinſs that will laſt as long as our beings laſt, 
and fully compleat all the wiſhes and deſires ot 
them. b 


VI. IN) Emember that you are a probationer fir e- 
ternity: and that as you ſpend this ſhort 
moment of time, ſo it will be with you for even: 
that us you now ſow, ſo will you then reap. | 

It highly becomes us ſeriouſly to conſider, 
that our lives are ſhort, our fouls are precious 
our enemies many and powerful, our work great, 
and much of it is undone. Time is haſting away 
apace, and much of it is already loft ; Hell is. 
terrible, heaven is glorious, God is juſt? and 
whatſoever is done for our immortal ſouls, muſt 
be done now or never. Being in this caſe, we 
have no time to throw away on ſenſeleſs, idle, 
and uſeleſs diverſions; or to ſpend in ſinful, ori- 
minal pleaſures and indulgencies. Let thole fo 
employ themſelves, who have no work to do for 
Go, and no ſou's to prepare for Death, Judg- 
ment, and Eternity: ſurcly, beings that have 
the concerns of both worlds to mind, need not 
be at a loſs to employ their time. O precious 
time! how fearful am I, leſt thou ſhouldſt be 
gone before my faith be ſtrengthened, and my 
preparation made for death and judgment, by 
active faith and holy diligence ! He that lives 
by faith, ſecs heaven open all the way before 
him; and that cools his appetite to all ſenſual, 
finful ſports and pleaſures. I cannot think hat 


2 hearts 


it: but above all, it is very folemn and awſul 


* 
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hearts thoſe men have, that can ſee Time paſF- 
ing, Death coming, Gop ever preſent, Judg- 
ment and Eternity at hand, and yet live heed- 
leſly, as if they had nothing to do with time, 
Certainly that perſon is not well in his ſenſes, 
or knows nothing of his Gov, his end, his work, 
or his danger, who hath time that lies as a bur- 
den upon his hands. Needful Jawful recreations 
are not to be condemned; ſuch as fit us for the 
duties of our callings, as whetting doththe mow- 
er's ſcythe: but wo unto them who caſt away 
their ſhort and precions time in fooleries and 
idleneſs? ſince this is all they will ever have to 
prepare for their everlaſting (tate, How ſhould 
our time be valued and improved, ſince a mi- 
nute of it can never be recalled ? how ſhould 
it be ſpent, ſince every moment brings us nearer 
to our eternal condition? Let us ſoreſee our dy- 
ing hour, and employ our moments as we ſhall 


wiſh we had done, when time with us ſhall be 


no more. 


VII 5 Enember that you muſt ae; that foul 


and body muſt be parted, the one to re- 
turn to duſt and rottenneſs, the other to appear a 
nakea ſpirit before ihe preſence of Gob, who gave 
it. 


To die, is one of the moſt weighty and ſeri- 
ous things that ever creatures went about. Death 
is ſo terrible to ſome, that they cannot bear the 
mention of its name, but none can avoid the 
thing. Several things concur to make it the 
king of terrors to molt : Strong pains, conflicts, 
and agonies go before; fears and terrors attend 


In 


| 
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in its conſequences, as it is the door of eternity, 
the parting point between this world. and that 
which is to come ; the utmoſt line and boundary 
of all temporal things; tranſlating us into an 
unknown world of ſpirits. O, what a ſtrange 
alteration doth death make in every man's con- 
dition! either ſnatching them from houſes and 
lands, friends, honours and pleaſures, and all the 
concerns and enjoy ments of this world; hurrying 
them in a moment into the land of darkneſs, to, 
drink in the fierce wrath of Almighty Gop for, 
ever, with devils and damned fpirits : or tranſlat- 
ing them into the preſence of our Lord Jesvs 
Cnr1sT, to partake of his honour and happi- 
neſs, in conſummate, ineffable, and everlaſting 
glory and joy, with happy and obedient ſpirits, 
—Alas, what does the chriſtian world mean by; 
loitering, who have theſe amazing, unchangeable 
ſcenes before them! One would think, that the 
very thoughts of Death and eternal Judgment, 
fhould keep from ſleeping, or amaze in dreams, 
and fill with aſtoniſhment, all who are not by 
faith and holineſs prepared for the comfortable 
welcome of it; ſeeing they know. not but every 
day and hour may conclude their life, and when 
they ſhut their eyes at night, they may never, 
open them again but in eternity. — What, ſoli- 
citous concern ſhould, thoſe be in, for their pre- 
cious and immortal ſouls, who have ſo much, | 
guilt to be removed, ſo many evil diſpoſitions. 
and affections to be mortified, fo many holy and 


virtuous habits to attain, and ſo many tempta-. 


tions from within and without to overcome; leaſt 
death ſhould come unexpected, and find them 
unprepared? With what forrows will the re- 
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view of our paſt lives fill us, if we are thus ſur- 
pried! What bitter anguiſh of heart is couched 
in thoſe expreſſious, which a dying perſon once 
uttered to a ſtander-by ; crying out, Oh, how 


„ have 1 been deceived! Ob, that I had thought 


f this ſooner ! Ob, that I had my time again] 
«© How mad was I to lead ſo finful and careleſs” 
%a life] What will become of my miſerable ſoul! 
«© Would Gop but try me once again, I would 
« be a new man, I would live a new life, I would 
« never do as I have hitherto done. Now, that 
we pay not conclude our lives with ſuch diſmal 
fruitleſs moans, let us in time conſider our latter 
end, and never give our ſouls reſt, until we have 
Kcured their happineſs by an intereſt in the fal- 
vation of Jesus CHRIST, and a ſincere confor- 
mity to the rules of the Goſpel: Let us now 
live as at death we ſhall wiſh we had done; that 
we may meet our laſt end with comfort, and 
only defire leave to die, that we may enter into 


glory and happinefs. | 085 
VIII. Emember that after Death there will be 


Xa ſolemn and impartial Ju gment, where 
we muſt give an account of the things done in the 
; and receive a ſentence from which there 15 no 
appeal, and after which there wil! be no alteration, 

Nothing is more aſtoniſhing, than that ſuch 
numbers who have ſo much chriſtianity as to be- 
lieve that there is a day of irrevocable Judgment 
for the ungodly, and fo little religion and good- 
veſs, that they cannot juſtly hope it will be fa- 
vourable to them; are yet ſo careleſs of their, 
fouls, and joyful in their fins, as if Judgment 
were a dreadlefs thing, —O, who can * 
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the terror and the glory of that ſolemn day! when 
our Eord Jzsys CaurisT ſhall come in all his 
magnificent glory, with millions of glocious 
Angels and happy Spirits; when all nature ſhall 
be convulſed at his coming, and the ſplendid . _ 
orbs of heaven obſcured by the brightneſs of his 
appearance; and all the numberleſs race of men 
ſtand before him, to receive their final wrever- 
ſible doom. What horror muſt ſeize the guilty | 
ſoul, to find itſelf naked before the Joſt and im- 
partial Judge of the univerſe, and all his glorious . 
attendants! when its moſt ſecret, impurities, and 
ſubtle frauds, ſhall be expoſed to public view; 
and manythouſand ſinful inclinations and actions, 
which it had altogether forgotten, ſhall be 
charged home upon the conſcience with ſuch” 
ſelf-evident canvictions of guitl, that it will be 
neither able to excuſe or deny them? When the 
ſentence of the holy law of Gop will have its 
full force upon impenitent ſinners, with intole-, 
rable aggravation for ſlighting the grace of the 
goſpel: and the judgment of the Kedcemer be 
more heavy to unbelievers than that of the Cria- 
tor, as all the riches of his goodneſs will be the. 
meaſure of their guilt ? When they ſhall receive. 
their condemnation from CHRIST himſelf, in 
ſome ſuch terms as theſe z, Remember, I one day: 
ſent you meſſages. of peace ad grace, in my goſpths 
and you would not hear ! I ſteeped ſow at be 
beſeech you to return to Go b, and accept of (my. 
ſalvation ;, promiſing you ihe pardon of all. 
fims, favour and acceptance with Go D, and you 

would 1,0t regard it. I beſought you. by the tender. 
mercies of my Father, by all the love and pity. 
bad ſhewn to you in my death and ſufferings ; by - 
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the riches of my grace, and the offers of my gl ry, 


and yet you ſflighted it. I repeated my calls and 


invitations to you, waiting on jou many a month 


and year; directiug conſcience, miniſters, and pro- 


vidences, for your good : and yet you would not 


coafider, nor accept of my grace, nor leave your 
teloved fins, nor conform to my righteons precepts, 
nor place your love and truſt on your GoD and Re- 


deemer. New it is too late; therefore depart from 


me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, where ſhall be 


weeping and wailing, and gnaſbing of teeth. Who 
can conceive the inexpreſſible horror and con- 
fuſion of ſuch a ſentence ?-—On the other hand, 


what inconceivable triumph and joy muſt fill 


every pious bekeving foul, to find this almighty 


Judge their friend? That he, who loved them 


above his life, who was their Redeemer upon 
the croſs, and has pleaded their cauſe in heaven, 


is now to receive them as his purchaſe and charge, 


and by his fentence to be poſſeſſed of endleſs 
glory and happineſs ; when all their faith, and 


patience, love and duty, ſhalt be revealed by 


their Judge, and applauded by heaven and earth; 
ahd they ſhall receive the honour of all thoſe 
graces and virtues, which their prefent humility 
deprives them of the due praiſes of ?— Surety, 
the proſpect of theſe great events, which we our- 
felves are not only to be ſpectators, but the ſub- 
je of, ſhould'reſtrain us from every ſecret ſin; 


5 


arm us with power againſt temptations to evil; 


excite us to a frequent review of our tempers and 
practice; and cauſe us to fly to the grace and 


hope-of a Saviour; that we may be preſented 


before his preſence with exceeding, joy. 
LN eren Naas . 
— * — IX. 


The Religious Remembrancer. 21 


IX. E member that Fudgment will fix you in 

an eternal ſtate of happineſs or miſery; 
that you will either be a companion of Angels and 
happy Spirits, adoring, loving, praiſing, and ad- 
miring the glorious and bleſſed Gop for ever; or 4 
companion of devils and forſaken fpirits, baniſhed 


from Gov'”s delightful preſence, in everlaſting hor + 


ror and deſpair. 


Eternity is a conſtant continuance of perſons 
and things, in one and the ſame ſtate and condi- 
tion for ever, without intermiſſion or change; it 
is a perpetual glorions day of joy and triumph, 
or an everlaſting night of ſorrow, anguiſh and 
darkneſs; which, when ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand years are gone, will be rever the nearer 
to a concluſion. If we are ſo happy as to get to 
heaven, we ſhall be fixed as pillars inthe temple 
of our God, and go out no more: If we fall 


into hell, we enter into a ſtate from which there 


is no redemption z the miſery of which will be in- 
creaſed by ſelf-tormenting reflections. In 
„ yonder world,” ſays the unhappy ſinner, © I 
* might have had life and ſalvation, and would 
not; and now, fain would I have death and 
« annihilation, and cannot. Oh, fool that T 
„ was, when |] was almolt perſuaded to be a 
* Chriſtian indeed, to forſake my luſts, and em- 
« brace the Saviour; that I dcluded myſelf with 
« curled delays, or ſuffered myſelf to be deterred 
by fooliſh prejudices, and imaginary difficul- 
* ties; or contented myſelf with ineffectual pur- 


* poſes; or diverted my mind from it by earthly ' 


cares and ſenſual. pleaſures : and now the door 
is ſhut, and hopes and happineſs are gone for 
* ever 
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% ever!“ O, Eternity, what art thou? The ac- 
compliſhed perfection of inconceivable felicity; 
and the aſloniſhing aggravation of the leaſt; much 
more of the greateſt miſery : and yet how art 
thou diſregarded by ſtupid man? A ciiminal that 
is condemned to die to-morrow, cannot forget it; 
and yet poor ſinners, that arc continually uncer- 
tain to live an hour, and certain ſpecdily to ſee 
the infinite majeſty of Gp, to their inconceiva- 
ble joy or terror, as ſure as they now live; can 
forget thoſe things, for which a reaſoning, mind 
and memory was given them; the unſpeakable 
importance of which, one would think ſufficient 
to drown all leſſer concerns, as the report of a 
cannon doth a whiſper, or as the beams of the 
fun obſcures a glow-worm. O wonderful ſtu- 
pidity of unrenewed ſouls! O wonderfal-foily 
and diſtraction of ungodly minds! That ever 
men can forget, I ſay, that ever men can for- 
get an Eternal Heaven, an Eternal Hell, an E- 
ternal Gop, and their own Eternal, Unchange- 
able Condition ! when they ſtand even at the 
door, and there is nothing but this thin veil of 
fleſh between them and that amazing fight, that 
eternal gulph, which they are juſt ready to ſtep 
mto, $ 
Good Gop ! on what a ſlender thread 
Hang everlaſting things ! 
The eternal ſtates of all the dead, 

Upon hfe's feeble ſtrings. 
Infinite joy, or endleſs wo 

Attends on ev'ry breath ; 
And yet how unconcern'd we go, 


Upon the brink of death 


Emember that it js the great concern, and 
chief buſineſs of life, to anſwer the end 


X, 


for which we were created, to prepare for Death 


and Judgment, which are both ſure and near, and 
for that awful unchangeable ſtate that will follow 
and that it is our duty and intereſt to live as theſe 
that believe and expect theſe great events. 


Sirs, Conſider again and again as dying 


creatures, whether any deſerve your love and 
obedience more than Gop, and your thankful 
remembrance more than CHR15T, and your 
carc and diligence more than your own ſalvation. 
Is any happineſs more deſirable than heaven? or 


any miſery more terrible than hell? Wil a few. 
days fleſhiy plealures, or ſinful indulgencics, pay 
the loſs of your fouls ? or will proſperous wick-, 


edneſs be ſweet at Death and Judgment? Can 
that man cxpect to eſcape from hell, who walks 
in the paths that lead to it; or hope for heaven 


as his end, who neglects the means to attain it? 


As thou art a man, and as ever thou believeſt 
there is a GoD, and a future world, and as, 
thou careſt for thy Soul, whether it be Javed or 
damned, I beſcech thee think on theſe things, at, 
leaſt once a day, in the molt ſober and ſerious 
manner, Make not a jeſt of Salvation or Dam- 
nation; think what a poor happineſs that is, that 
conſiſts in;forgettulneſs or ignorance of approagh- 
ing miſery; act like a reaſonable creature; be 
not deceived, or carried away with falle appear- 
ances, Luc open your eyes, or rather, beg of Gap 
to open your eyes, to ſee, things in their true 
light. Conſider what this world can dy far. 1 
when G 0 Þ, requires your ſoul; and ſeck that 

Ws happineſs 
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happineſs now, which will yield content and hap- 
pineſs, when nothing elſe in the univerſe can do 
it, — O be wiſe in time. 

If thete ſerious truths have awakened your 
minds to diſcern the danger of your ſtate, the 
folly of ſin, the importance of the ſoul, and the 
value of a Redeemer; the next inquiry will 
ſurely be, what muſt J do to be ſaved? and Gos 


' forbid that any immortal ſpirit dwelling in fleſh, 
ſhould be indifferent to their own falvation ! 


ſince a ſincere converſion to Gob, as the means 

ro ſalvation, is the unum neceſſarium, the one 

thing needfui ; without this, | 
Your Being 1s in vain: Thoſe who live not 


to God, in dutiful ſubjection and obedience, 
fruſtrate the end of their creation, and pervert 


the uſes of all their powers and faculties ; they 
not only live to 0 purpoſe, but to bad purpoſe, 
as they are continually diſhonouring the G o 
that made them, and yielding themſclves the fer- 


vants of fin. It is true, the ever-blefled Go» 


will honour” himſelf by all his works; and thoſe 
that deny him their love and obedienee, he will 
make the inſtruments of his praiſe ; by the exer- 
tion of his glorious juſtice and power in their de- 
ſtruction; but thls will be a miſerable end ef 
creutron to all the guilty ſubjects of it. 

Your Rel:gion is allo in vain, without an effec- 
tual renovation of heart and life; without this, 
you can neither pleaſe Gop, nor profit yourſelf, 
Gop's work mult be done according to Go p's 
mind, or elſe he will not accept or reward it; 
and this cannot be without a ſpiritual and hol 
diſpoſition of heart. Many are apt to think that 
Gop is obliged to them, for their attendances on 

SR | his 
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his worſhip and ſervice, and their compliance 
with ſome external rules of moral goodnels ;. 
whereas their minds being gage py br! 
perlons not reconciled to Gop by faith in IEsus 
Cnr1sT ; all that they do in Religion is4loath- 
ſome and unacceptable to him. It is a great 
miſery to loſe the advantage of our common la- 
bours, to work and toil in vain ; but to loſe the 
end of our Religion, is a ſoul- undoing and etet- 
nal loſs. OC EY K 
Tour Hopes of ſalvation are vain, while you 
remain in an unrenewed ſtate. They are moſt 
injurious to God, and moſt pernicious to your- 
ſelf: to hope to be ſaved, while you are a ſtran- 


ger to a ſincere converſion to Gop, is to 12 5 


that Go will prove a liar; for he poſitivel 
lays it cannot, ſhall not be. The adotable mer- 
cy of Gon is infinite and unmeaſurable, and 
can never ſufficiently be praiſed and admired; 
but thoſe that hope to enjoy the benent of it, 
muſt receive it in the way which his own wiſdom 
and goodneſs has appointed; for his holineſs, j ul- 
tice, and truth, are alſo infinite; and we muft 
never expctt that he will exerciſ®- one perfection 
to the injury 2nd diſhonour of all the reſt, for 
the lake of ſuch worthicſs beings as we. — ! hefe 
unwarranted hopes are likewiſe pernicious to 
yourl-If, becauſe they prevent your ſecking for 


a better foundation for them; he that thinks him- 


ſelf to be in the way to heaven already, will never 
change his path to walk in a different road. 


Laſtly, All bat Jesus CHRIST has done and 
ſuffered is in vein, at to you, while you continue 
in a ſtate of alienation and eſtrangement from 
Gb. CHRIST never died to fave unbelieving, 


C impenitent 
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4mpenitent, and ungndly ſinners, continuing ſoc 
all thoſe that receive any benefit from his meri- 
torious death, and glorious reſurrection and in- 
terceſſion; are raiſed to newnels of life, and ſav- 
ed from the dominion of their fins. The de- 
ſign of CHr1sT's Redemption, with reſpect to 
the finncrs of mankind, was, not only to procure 
their releaſe from the divine Condemnation, but 
to reſtore them to the love and image of GO p, 
that they might be fitted for his favour and en- 
joyment; ſo that while you remain under the 
ee and influence of evil paſſions and vicious 
bits, it is eyident that ChRIST's Redemption 

has not reached you, that you are not in a ſtate 
of ſalvation before Gop, but are expoſed to all 
the miſeries which an holy and riglitzous G o D 
has threatned to the tranſgreſſions of men. If 
you alk, What muft we do to be ſaved? I ankiwer, 
Believe on the Lox D JESUS CHRIST, and thou 


F ſhall be ſaved. Submit your underſtandings to 
9 him as your heavenly Teacher; ſubjt ct your wills 
4 to him, as, your LoRD and Rule: z t uit your 
* ſouls in his hands, as your only Saviour ard Re- 
7 deemer for forgiveneſs and acceptance w. th Gop. 
1 More particularly, | 


,, Empliy yeur reaſo1i on the great ſub- 
. jects of Religion, in retired ſober confidera- 
I ions. The bleſſed Gop carries not men to 
heaven, as logs and ſtones, without any 
ſenſe or motion of their own ; but as he has 
11 given them reaſoning faculties, expects that 
Ti thev ſhould uſe them under the afliſtances 
of his ſpirit and grace, in thuie great con- 
gerus for which they are beſtowed Ne 

„ them 
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them. Seriouſly confider therefore, That you. 
are a creature made by Gop, and fir'& 78 
on purpoſe to love, ſerve, and enjoy him, 
in love and felicity for ever; and that'you 
have powers and faculties ſuited chereunto, 
though they are at preſent corrupted. — 
That as nothing can be that good 1 you, o 
do that good for you, which Go can an 
will, if you ſincerely obey him; ſo there i 
nothing fit to be preferred before him, or 
compared with him, ip your love and ode- 
dience. — That as God hazy romiſed inex- 
preſſible happineſs, and threatned unknown 
miſeries, to the obedient and difobedient, tq 
the believing and unbelieving; he is ſo juſt 
and good, that he cannot, and fo all- fuffici. 
ent, that he need not deceive and delude His 
creatures; but will certainly act towards 
them agreeable to the declarations of his 
own word, — That the bare probability, if 
no more could be obtained, of eſcapuig eter- 
nal miſery, and fecuring eternal happineſs; 
is a ſufficient reaſon for engaging our mo 
ſerious attention, care, and diligence for ob- 
taining the one, and avoiding the other; by 
all Peer methods. — Th that method 
muſt certainl be the'w wiſe 95 and, beſt; which 
Cop bimſclf has eſtabliſhed for | beftowing 
his own grace and 40 ur to his fallen crea- 
tures; and, therefore, 5 f faith in out Lox 
2 Cusisx, as the G reat | Redeemer: and 
TS Savicür 
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Saviour of finners, is certainly this appoint- 
ed method, none who refuſe or negle& 
him, when made known unte them, can 
have any claim to the mercy and forgiveneſs 
of Gop, If ever you would be ſaved, let 


7 #F 
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no company, bufineſs, or diverfien hinder you 


from ſuch frequent, ſerious confiderations a- 
bout your own eternal ſalvation. 

24, Endeavour to get ſuch a thorough 
knowledge, and lively affecting fenſe of your 
fins, and dangerous ſtate, as may cauſe you 
never to reſt ſatisfied until you have the par- 
don of the confirmed, by the promiſes of 
Gop in JEsus CHR1ST ; and the prevalence 
of them ſubdued, by the influence of his 
all-ſufficient grace and ſpirit. Men muſt 
have the pride of their hearts humbled, and 
the ſtupidity of their minds awakened, by 
a ſenſe of their ſin and danger; and diſcern 
to be wretched and miſerable, poor and blind, 
and naked, before they can apply themſelves 


to CHRIST, in an acceptable manner, for 


an intereſt in his glorious ſalvation. 
34, Diligently and ſeriouſly read and ſtudy 


the ſacred ſcriptures : Therein, fin in all its 
evil nature and confequences ; duty in all its 
extent, and advantages; Gon in all the a- 


miableneſs and goodneſs of his mercy and 
ace; the Saviaur in all the fulneſs and 


Taiablcneſs of his bleſſings ; the Holy Spirit 
of Gop with all his aſſiſtances; and clearly 


ſet 
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ſet before you. There is is an Heavenly 


light, power, and majeſty, in the word * 


Gop, which can penetrate into the moſt ob- 
durite mind, illuminate the darkeſt under- 
ſtanding, comfort the moſt deſponding heart, 
and, by the influence of Gop's bleſſing, con- 
vert the worſt of ſinners, into the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men. Eſpecially ſtudy thoſe parts 
which are moſt plain and obvious, and beſt 
adapted to your own cafe; and often aſk 
yourſelt, underſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt? 
_ 4th, Earnellly implore, by humble eon- 
tinued prayer, the divine mercy and ſiſtance. 
Go and tell a gracious Gov, how helpleſs, 
guilty, and miſerable you are; plead his 
mercies and promiſes in CHRisT JEsUS; 
and entreat him to relieve you, or ou pe- 
riſh, Though your hearts are ſuppoſed to 
be defective in thoſe religious tempers, 
which might render our prayers fully ac» 
ceptable to Gop, yet the ſenſe of your wants 
way excite ſome natural ſeriouſneſs, and the 


apprenenſion ot your danger, may make 


your prayers, at leaft, as earneſt as they are 
uled to be in other calamities: and I doubt 


not, GoD who hear: th the cry of the ra-. 


vens, will regard thoſe petitions which pro- 


ceed from the natural paſſions which himſelf 


hath implanted in us, eſpecially when we 
aſk for thoſe bleflings which the wiſdom and 


goodneſs of his nature moſt incline him 40 
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beſtow, his own forgiveneſs and grace. — 
Beſides, our prayers againſt fin will be pow- 
erful engagements on ourſelves, to excite us 
to watchfulneſs and care : common ingenu- 
ity will make us aſhamed wilfully to relapſe 


into thoſe faults which we have lately re- 
retted before Go p, and which we have 


| begged his aſſiſtance againſt. 


5th, Be faithful to conjeience, in ſhun- 
ning thoſe fins, and attending to thoſe du- 
ties, which that dictates to be avoided or 
done. There can be no treaty of peace be- 
tween heaven and us, until we are ſincerely 
willing to lay down the weapons of our re- 
bellion ; for Go p will never be reconciled 
to our ſins, if he is to our perſons; nor can 
we expect to have the diſtempers of our 
minds cured, while we are daily feeding on 
poiſon : every wilful fin gives a mortal 
wound to the ſoul; and ſets it at a greater 
diſtance from Gop and goodneſs ; and we 
can never hope to have our hearts purified 
from corrupt affections, unleſs we cleanſe 
out hands from vicious actions. Nor muſt 
we excuſe ourſelves by the pretence of im- 
poſſibility ; for though our powers are much 
weakned and impaired by ſin, yet ſurely we 
have not loſt all command of vurſelves, but 
may attend to the external parts of our duty, 
at left; and fo tar govern eur thoughts and 
fancies too, as to divert them from W 
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and ſinful objects, and turn our minds ano- 
ther way: and when we thus ſhew our wil- 
lingneſs, Gop will pity our weakneſs, and 
give us that power and ſtrength which we 


never had before. 

6th, As much as poſſible, avord evil 
company. We have enough to do to ſtrug- 
gle with our own finful diſpoſitions and 
ER, and necd not the continual ſo- 
icitation and examples of others to evil, to 
make our difficulties greater: where GO 
in his providence hath unavoidably expoied 
us to theſe inconveniencies, we may hope 
for ſpecial aſſiſtance from him; but if we 
run ourſelves into unneceſfary dangers and 
temptations, we muſt expect to reap: the 
fruits of our own folly and preſumption, It 
was one of the firſt counſels of the Apoſtle 
Peter to the new converts to Chriſtianity, to 
ſave themſelves from that untoward generation. 
And certainly the advice is as needful now 
as then, when a general contempt of GO 
and Religion, ſo much abounds among man- 
kind. Let this ſentence therefore be deeply 
engraven upon your hearts, He that walletb 
with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe ; but a companion 
of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. | | 

7th, Sit down and jerioufly confider, what 
all that happineſs is, which fin and the 
world can afford you, in the profits, honours, 


and pleaſures of it, on the one hand; and 
think 


* 
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think what it is, which the bleſſed Gon 
can and will be to you, and do for you, 
if you ſincerely ſerve and pleaſe him, on the 
other: and when you are reſolved paſt all 
wavering and delays, that Gop, Heaven, and 
Hzlineſs, is better for you than the Mola, 
ſenſual Pleaſure and Sin; yield yourſelf 
entirely and unreſervediy to Gop the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, as your Father and 
Felicity, your Saviour and your Sanclifier. 
Nothing is expected of you, in order to be 
intereſted in the bleſſings of the Goſpel, than 
to conſent to theſe rea ſonable terms; to con- 
tinue that conſent, and to perform what thou 
conſenteſt unto, and this by the help of thoſe 
divine aſſiſtances, which will be afforded 
unto you. Do this preſently, reſolutely and 
fincerely, and Heaven and Salvation are all 
your own. This is the eſſence of true con- 
verſion to GO p. 
8b, Laſtly, Let the fincerity of your hearts 
be manifeſted by a vigorous aſpiration after 
univerſal bolineſs and go dueſs. As you have 
choſen another maſter, and another hap- 
pineſs, turn the face of your converſation 
and purſuits another way, Shew the ſin- 
cerity of your love to Go p, in the incli- 
nation of your ſouls towards him; in your 
concern to pleaſe, and unw.i.lingnels to of- 
fend him. Endeavour to kcep «a conſcience 


void of offence towards Gob and man. 
WIT Study 
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Study to honour and glorify Gop, and do 

ood to others; in a diligent attention to the 
duties of the ſtation and relations of life in 
which providence has placed you. Chear- 
fully uſe this world without abuſing it ; and 
ſeek heaven and its happineſs more fetvently 
and diligently, you than have fought the 
world and its pleaſures; and believe it, you 
will find thoſe affiſtances you never yet ex- 

erienced, and that happineſs and felicity in 
Reboſin, you never yet conceived or enjoy» 
ed. In keeping thy commands, O G-o p, 
there is a great reward. ; 
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M OST gracious and ever bleſſed Gop, 
IVI thou art the Father of our LORD 
Jxsus CHRISTH, and in Him the Father of 
mercies, and the Gop of all grace and con- 
ſolation; through Him we are encouraged 
to addreſs ourſel ves unto thee as our Go'p 
and Father ; to adore thy holy majefty, to 
praiſe thee for thy innumerable mereies, and 
aſk thoſe bleſſings of thee, which are need- 
ful to mike us holy and happy for time and 
eternity. Thy power brought us into being 
when we were nothing, thy, goodneſs has 


come worſe than nothing, thy adorable 
grace hath redeemed us. We are bound 
by all engagements of duty, gratitude, and 
int reſt, to ſerve and glorify thee; were de- 
vot d to thee in our baptiſm, are invited by 
ti. goodi.efs, and encouraged by thy pro- 
r1ics; notwithſtanding which, we muſt 
cont wien ſhame that we have fgotten, 
ana rt d againſt hee: we have tor ſaken 
the Gov whoſe we are, and to whom we 
> were 


preſerved us, and when by fin we were be- 
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the world, the fleſh, and the Devil, which 
we had renounced. We are by nature chil- 
dren of wrath, being children of 'difobedi- 
ence ; innumerable iniquaties have compaſſed 
us about, our fins are more than tne hairs of 
our heads, yet did not thy mercy leave us 
to periſh in our fins, but, O aftonifhn 
Grace ! thou: haſt offered, and ſtill doſt 
fer us pardon and ſalvation by JES us 
CHRIST, May this unmeaſurable grace 
lead us to repentance; give us hearts truly 
penitent for fin : convince us of the ſuita- 
bleneſs and neceſhty of JesUs CaR1sT the 
Great Mediator, and diſpoſe our hearts to 
believe in him. On the merits of CaRIsT 


we depend, to his interceſſion we truſt; for 


his ſake pardon our ſins; though they have 
abounded, may thy grace through him much 
more abound. We condemn ourſelves, LoRD 
condemn us not; give thy Holy Spirit to 
ſanctify all the powers of our nature: turn 
us from the love and prevalence of every fin 


to thy bleſſed ſelf, that we may love thee 


moſt fervently, chuſe thee as our portion, 
and delight in thee as our happineſs. Con- 
vince us more of the evil of ſin, the inſuf- 
ficiency of all created Good, the unſearchable 
riches of CHRIST, the excellency, and ne- 
ceſſity of holineſs, the value of our precious 


fouls, 
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were devoted; have ſerved divers luſts and 
pleaſures, and yielded ourſelves captives to 
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fouls, and the importance of an eternal 
ſtate. Confirm and increaſe every good diſ- 
poſition of our minds; make us more de- 
ſirous of heaven, and more meet for it. 
Teach us to improve all thy | providences 
make us ſerviceable in our generation, a 


bleffing to the place where we live: guide 
us through this preſent evil world, and pre- 


ſerve us blameleſs to thy heavenly kingdom, 


for the ſake of thy bleſſed Son our Saviour, 


the LORD JESUS CHRIST, Amen. 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 


